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Ordinary people can do

extraordinary things.

Even in Sudan.

© Ryan Spencer Reed
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SCREENINGS
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REVIEWS

“Twenty years of bloody internal fighting in Sudan have left millions dead

and displaced. Even though high profile celebrities continue to bring the

mayhem to the forefront, most of the world’s governments have been

unwilling or impotent to intervene in the genocide. This low-key but

overwhelmingly powerful documentary shows how individuals can affect

the ongoing situation. Interviews with those involved as well as the

victims of the violence are supplemented by a powerful collection of

video footage, including actual Sudanese military attacks on the

populace. Resulting from a seemingly incidental conversation between a

young custodian in a suburban Chicago high school and Bruce David

Janu, a social science teacher, this timely and touching program provides

both a historical context as well as a striking contemporary description of

the political, social, medical, and military mayhem in Africa’s darkest

corner. One segment on the Lost Boys of Sudan will particularly hit home

with younger viewers; be cautioned that there are several instances of

graphic images of death and explicit descriptions of events. The film was

produced and directed by a teacher who crafted it to be as

classroom-friendly as possible with scene selection, English subtitles,

several bonus tracks, useful lesson plan suggestions, and a moving

soundtrack of original compositions which greatly enhances the spirit of

the program. This excellent, award-winning film will definitely have a

deep impact on viewers.”

Dwain Thomas, School Library Journal
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“Featuring graphic photographs, home-movie footage, and heartbreaking

testimonies, this film is “told through the eyes of ordinary people” who

are helping the Sudanese, many of whom are dying of starvation and

disease. The camera captures images of these valiant heroes, including a

college student who travels to Africa to photograph the Sudanese and

stays to pass out medicines and offer comfort to malnourished refugees.

A Chicago woman opens her home and heart to “lost boys” who seek a

better life in America; a New Jersey doctor leaves his thriving practice to

give aid to needy Africans; a high-school girl sends disposable cameras

to children in refugee camps who take pictures of family and friends

victimized by the ethnic struggle; and a young man returns to his native

country to help drill wells that provide clean water for thousands. This

moving, eye-opening documentary is a call to action.”

Candace Smith, BOOKLIST

“Bruce David Janu, a filmmaker and teacher in Illinois, was pulled

into the genocidal mess in Sudan through Brian Burns, a custodian

at the high school where Janu teaches. Burns’s enthusiasm for aid

work in Africa was infectious enough to inspire Janu to film a full-

length documentary about him and other ordinary people who have

taken it upon themselves to help Sudanese refugees. It’s a

departure for Janu, whose filmmaking until now has been limited to

amusingly titled educational films like The Adventures of History

Guy: Gothic Cathedrals. But his educational background has served

him well—he’s meticulous about documenting the haunting horror

of the refugees and rescuers alike. Hard will be the conscience that

leaves the theater unpricked.”

Julia Reischel
DIG Boston’s Weekly
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“Bruce David Janu’s documentary, Facing Sudan, is an incredible

testimonial of both how horrible human beings can be to one

another, and how seemingly ordinary people can stand up in the

face of that horror and make a difference.

Facing Sudan is truly about the Sudanese people and their

struggle to survive the genocide that is being committed in their

country. It is also the tale of those who choose to fight these

atrocities. Are they soldiers? UN Peacekeepers? No, they are neither.

They are custodians, housewives, doctors and even some who have

escaped the genocide themselves and have returned to help their

fellow countrymen and women.

These seemingly ordinary people have helped in extraordinary

ways. The doctor goes into the country to treat people. The

custodian also flies in to help the doctors wherever he is needed.

The grandmother leads a group to help displaced Sudanese people

get settled here in America. And one former Lost Boy returns to his

country to help drill wells, the first step to getting these people

back on their feet.
The atrocities presented in Facing Sudan, are horrible and

upsetting. The fact that they are being carried out by other human beings
because of a difference in ethnicity is depressing. The power of this film
is the way it shows how individuals can make a difference, and the hope
instilled in watching them make that difference.”                   

Tom Ollis, Arts a la Mode

“All that is necessary for evil to triumph is for good men to do

nothing. Bruce David Janu's documentary centers on Brian Burns, a

seemingly unremarkable young American who volunteered to work

with refugees of Sudan's long, atrocity-filled civil war. Through

devastating footage and Burns' own unassuming testimony, the film

becomes an indictment of our own comfortable complacency.”

Robert W. Butler, Kansas City Star

“Insightful.” “Searing.”
David Walker Brian Jewell
Willamette Week EDGE Boston
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Synopsis (Short)

A custodian. A housewife. A pediatrician. A grandmother. Seemingly

ordinary individuals. Yet these individuals have a story to tell. It is

the story of suffering and death. It is the story of refugees. It is the

story of terrified villagers running for cover. Yet, at the same time, it

is a story of strength, courage and hope. It is the story of Sudan.

Over the last 20 years, millions have died in Sudan. A civil war

devastated the South and currently a genocide is occurring in the

western region of Darfur. Facing Sudan is the story of ordinary

individuals, moved into action by the events in that country. 

Ordinary people can do extraordinary things, even in Sudan.
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Synopsis (Long)

Brian Burns is a seemingly ordinary person. When we meet him, he

is sweeping the floors in a suburban high school. But looks can be

deceiving. Brian has a story to tell. It is a story of suffering. It is a

story of death. It is a story of refugees running for cover at the

ominous sound of a plane engine. But it is also the story of

strength, courage and hope.

It is the story of Sudan.

Told through the eyes of ordinary people, living seemingly ordinary

lives, Facing Sudan is truly about the Sudanese people struggling to

survive. It is the story of the countless thousands who live day to

day in refugee camps. It is the story of the world's reaction to the

atrocities and violence in that war-torn African nation.

The film demonstrates that ordinary individuals can do

extraordinary things.

A custodian. A housewife. A pediatrician. A grandmother. Seemingly

ordinary individuals. Yet these individuals have a story to tell. 

It is the story of Sudan and what it takes to make a difference there.
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Director’s Statement

Brian Burns was a custodian, sweeping floors in a suburban high school

when we first met.  This young man, invisible to most people at the

school, has a tremendous story to tell.  It is the story of suffering, death

and, ultimately, of hope.

It is the story of Sudan.

I didn’t intend to make a full-length feature film about the situation in

Sudan.  In fact, I just set out to make a short, educational film in which

Brian discusses his work in Sudan.  But when we sat down for a first

interview, the stories he told me about babies dying in his arms, about

government planes harassing villages, I knew this story could not be told

in ten minutes.  

I started to put a longer cut together but then an amazing thing

happened:  I began meeting more ordinary people who have an intense

passion for Sudan:  a grandmother, a pediatrician, a textbook editor and

mother, a few refugees from that war-torn nation, a high school senior.

Facing Sudan is not just about the country and its history of conflict. It is

about activism.  It is about hope and compassion.  It is through their

stories that we can glimpse the passion---the spark---that has driven

these people to dedicate their lives to a country torn apart by war and

genocide.  

Each of them face Sudan in their own way and through them, we can learn

not only about the situation in that country, but perhaps a little about

ourselves.

And, more importantly, recognize that ordinary people can do

extraordinary things.
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Production Anecdote:

Meeting Brian Burns

 

It was a Friday like any other. I was sitting in my classroom, organizing

my iTunes files on my laptop. It was 4 pm and it was somewhat unusual

that I was still in school on a Friday that late. I had lost track of time when

I heard someone enter my room. 

A skinny young man with red hair entered. He was vaguely familiar.  And

then I realized that I had seen him around the building, sweeping floors.

He was a custodian.

"Who do I talk to about Sudan?" he asked. "I saw the fliers in the hall."

I was the sponsor of a student group entitled Teens Against Genocide

(TAG) and we had organizational posters all over the school announcing

our next meeting.

"I am the sponsor," I said. "But we will not be meeting until next

Wednesday." I then looked back down at my computer.

"My name is Brian Burns," the young man continued. "I've been to Sudan."

I stopped my work at the computer and looked back up. The young man

was leaning against the door frame, his hands nervously tucked in his

pockets.

"You've been there?" I asked.

"Yes," he responded. "Twice."

And that's how we met. If it weren't for that meeting on that Friday at a

time that I was normally not in the building, this film never would have

been made.
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John Dut’s Son

One of the most satisfying moments working on this film came the day I

had the privilege to shoot John Dut seeing his son for the first time.

John was a Lost Boy who had married a woman he had met in a refugee

camp in Ethiopia.  Even after he had been selected to come to the United

States, they had decided to get married.  The marriage was approved in

Sudan by her family and was conducted in Kenya, due to the fact that

John, as a refugee, could not re-enter Sudan.

John and Elizabeth stayed together in Kenya for about a month.  And then

he returned to the United States, not knowing when he was going to get a

chance to see her again.

She was pregnant when he left and he was unable to be there when she

gave birth.  In fact, he would go for several months without even seeing a

picture of his wife or newborn son.

Jackie Kraus, a volunteer with the Chicago Association for the Lost Boys

of Sudan, traveled to Sudan last February and made a point to visit

Elizabeth.  She took pictures and brought back video so that John could

finally see the face of his child.

Jackie met John a few hours after arriving back in Chicago. I received

word and just arrived as John was opening up an envelope with his son's

picture.

John stood in a hallway for some time viewing the photos and watching

the video that Jackie brought back.      

"Do you think I am going to sleep?"  he said to me.  "No, I am just going

to watch this all night."
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About the Director

Bruce David Janu is first and foremost an

educator.  He  teaches history, sociology

and literature at John Hersey High School

in Chicago’s northwest suburbs.  In

addition, he teaches film study as part of

his sociology curriculum.

Growing up, he had an intense love for film.  So much so that he

started making films for his classes and, when a friend asked him to

shoot her wedding, Janu discovered a niche.  He started a successful

videography business that produces documentary-like wedding

videos.  In addition, he has made several educational videos,

including The Adventures of History Guy: Gothic Cathedrals and In

Search of Goth(ic).

In addition to his visual work, Bruce has also written several books:

Bring Out Your Dead:  Bringing the Black Death to Life in the

Classroom, Mouldering in the Grave:  A Dramatic Approach to

Teaching about John Brown and The Constitution: A Cooperative

Learning Approach.   He has also written several articles for Illinois

History Teacher.

This is his first feature length documentary and, being an educator

at heart, he has made available comprehensive lesson plans for

other teachers to use with the film in the classroom.
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Tom Flannery

Composer for Facing Sudan

Northeast Pennsylvania singer-

songwriter (and  playwright)

Tom Flannery has been called

"one of the most gifted

songwriters to emerge at the

turn of the century" (by the All

Music Guide). Pretty heady stuff

for the unassuming descendent

of Irish coal miners. "I read that

and I was like....well.....I guess I

know what to put in big type on

the front page of my website," he said.

Since his 1998 debut Song About a Train, which the AMG called "heartfelt

and brilliant", he's been steadily building an impressive, grassroots

following. Mainly through the web, since he plays only a handful of live

gigs a year. "I love to play live", he says with a sigh. "I just hate everything

that goes with it. The travel, the near starvation, the empty chairs, the

singing your guts out for $50, the folk nazis, the flat tires, missing the

kids. The business of it all just sucks. So I said screw it. I'll stay in my

basement and write." 

And so, after 2 more official releases, The Anthracite Shuffle in 2000 and

the solo acoustic Drinking With Nick Drake in 2002 (both of which

received rave reviews....the former being called "a brilliant and eclectic

tapestry of American folk music" while the latter was dubbed "intimate,

direct, beautifully limpid...the strongest set of lyrics he has yet penned"),

he created the SongaWeek.com website. "I decided to just give everything

away", he says. "And I mean everything. I write so many songs, and it

costs like 10 grand to put out an "official" CD with a dozen tracks on it. I

was writing 2 or 3 songs a week at that point. Hell, I'd be broke in a
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month. My problem is I don't dabble in anything. Once I get hooked I

become manic. So I bought a digital 8 track machine and I've released

everything since digitally through the web." This includes tracks that

make up 2 online song cycles, 2004's heartbreaking  A Rwandan Song

Cycle, and Songs for Woody, a collection of songs about his idol, Woody

Guthrie. A brand new song cycle, this one dealing the clergy sexual abuse

crisis in the Catholic Church, will be released in early 2007. "Ain't I a

cheery bastard?" he says.

The title of the SongaWeek  website was no idle boast. Since it's debut in

the spring of 2003, Flannery has not missed a single deadline. One new

song (at least) has been released as an MP3 every week since then. All are

recorded solo acoustic. "I'd hire a band but I don't pay very well", Flannery

says. "Actually, I don't pay at all. So, solo acoustic it is. Fine with me. Less

arguments and no more drunken drummers." 

The response has been overwhelming.  His website has had over 750,000

downloads in 3 and a half years

PLAYWRIGHT

Tom Flannery’s produced plays include:

The Driveway – 2000

(directed by the late Pulitzer Prize winning dramatist Jason Miller)

God Bless Roy Campanella – 2001 2002 2003

The Spanish Lady – 2002

God and the Ghost of Woody Guthrie – 2003 2004

Mother Jones and the Flying Girls – 2004 2005

Politics, Sex, Booze, and the Theatre – 2005

(an evening of 4 one act comedies)

The Katrina Monologues – 2005 2006

Marcinkus – 2006 2007

Anti-Depressants – 2006

(an evening of 4 one act comedies)

The Last Thoughts of Gino Merli – 2006

Nixon’s Last 15 Minutes – 2006
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Lorne Clarke

Composer for Facing Sudan

For more than 25 years, Canada's

Lorne  Cla rke  has  been

performing at festivals, clubs,

house concerts and theatres

across Canada and the United

States.  A powerful singer and

gifted songwriter, he cut his

teeth as a performing artist in the

busy Toronto folk scene in the

early 1970's - branching out into Bluegrass in the mid 1980's.  In 1994

Clarke returned to the solo acoustic folk scene with a series of critically

acclaimed performances on US Public Radio and TV.

In October 1999, Lorne Clarke released his eponymously titled debut CD.

It is a powerful collection of 14 original songs in a rich acoustic package,

featuring an outstanding musical cast and produced by internationally

respected producer/engineer, George Graham.

Currently, together with fellow singer/songwriter Tom Flannery, he uses

the website Songaweek.com to showcase his latest songs. Over the 18

months, the site has amassed nearly 100,000 downloads...a remarkable

number for songwriters with no label support.

In April of 2004 Lorne finished collaborating with Flannery on a Rwandan

Song Cycle, 14 original songs dealing with 1994's Rwandan genocide.

In addition to his ongoing solo concert work Clarke has opened shows for

a number of notable artists, including Rita MacNeil, The Men Of The

Deeps Choir, Bill Garrett & Sue Lothrop, Michael Jerling, and Chipper

Thompson.
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He has also shared the bill with folks like Tom Flannery, Jane Siberry,

Mose Scarlett, Bo Jamison, and Australia's Greg Hastings.

Clarke is currently busy running one of the top folk music concert series

in the state. The Old Church Concert Series has already brought such

acclaimed acts as Jez Lowe and James Keelaghan to the small village of

Lynn Pennsylvania. Clarke started the series back in September of 2000

and thus far the shows have been a huge success, earning the series the

reputation as one of the most hospitable places in the state for the

traveling folk artist to play. 

Lorne Clarke is a singer and songwriter worthy of your attention. In an

era when it seems there is an "outstanding new talent" on every street

corner and the media are so filled with hyperbole that adjectives have lost

their meanings, it is refreshing to find the real thing. His public

performances are powerful and riveting -- yet somehow  each member of

the audience comes away from the concerts feeling like they've just

visited with an old friend.
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“Crayons and Paper”
Words and Music by Tom Flannery

© 2006 Tom Flannery (BMI)

These are the lyrics for a song Tom wrote after seeing the children’s

drawings that Dr. Ehrlich brought back from Darfur.

Helicopters in the sky

mounted guns and mother's cry

if this is war please tell me why

we're the only ones allowed to die

give me crayons and paper

I'll draw what I see

if I close my eyes

can you still see me?

Again we all scatter at night

in daylight hope to reunite

the prayers I do recite

maybe we should all re-write

give me crayons and paper

and let me rest my head

then I'll draw you pictures

where nobody is dead

shades of color

shades of gray

the birds fly in

but they don't stay

the blood in red

the guns in black

can't draw the screams

you should know that...by now

If I could draw you my eyes

so you could see from the inside

all the colors would collide

can you say you really tried?

give me crayons and paper

and when my trembling hand

stops all it's shaking

I'll draw you my land

shades of color

shades of gray

the birds fly in

but they don't stay

the blood in red

the guns in black

can't draw the screams

you should know that...by now

give me crayons and paper

I'll draw what I see

if I close my eyes

can you still see me
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INSPIRED TO ACT
Atrocities in Sudan stir suburban grad student to relief work and
teacher to document his story on film

By Eileen Daday

Daily Herald Columnist

September 12, 2007

An after-school meeting between a Hersey High School teacher and a Rolling Meadows
graduate student working the custodial shift changed both lives forever.

The custodian, Brian Burns, had stopped to talk with social studies teacher Bruce Janu
about a group Janu sponsors called Teens Against Genocide.

Burns has been to Sudan and the discussion the two had that day about the horrific
genocide there resulted in a full-length documentary now drawing rave reviews at film
festivals across the country.

"Facing Sudan" will be shown at 5:30 p.m. Sunday at the Illinois International Film
Festival at the Arcada Theater in St. Charles.

Burns is featured at the beginning and end of the film going about his custodial duties. His
menial tasks underscore the film's premise: that ordinary people can do extraordinary
things, even in Sudan.

"He's the one that inspired the film," says Janu, who moonlights as a filmmaker and runs
Bell, Book & Camera Productions. "He had this tremendous story to tell."

Burns visited Sudan twice, after he first met a Sudan native at Taylor University. But it was
a set of compelling pictures featured in a brochure published by Safe Harbor International
Relief that first planted the seed, he says.

He now hopes that seeing the pictures in the documentary will motivate others to act.

"I hope it stirs other people's passions for these needy people, whose lives have been
shattered," Burns says. "Those pictures sparked my interest and sent me in a direction that
changed my life."

He also points to pictures featured in the documentary drawn by children who fled the
genocide in Darfur, and were treated in a refugee camp. The pictures are haunting,
depicting violence and suffering the children witnessed.

Facing Sudan Press
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"That's my favorite part of the film," Burns says.

Next week, Burns begins a class to learn Arabic at the University of Chicago. Arabic is one
of the languages spoken in Sudan, which he hopes will help him in his quest to work for a
relief organization in providing aid to the people living in the country.

Others like him are featured including Jackie Kraus of Arlington Heights and Martha
Cook, a Barrington woman who went to Sudan and brought back photos from a refugee
camp. She's got photos of relatives of one of the Lost Boys profiled in the film; as well as a
pediatrician from New Jersey and a high school student.

Janu only finished filming this summer. He cautiously hoped for the documentary to be
accepted into at least one film festival. At last count, it's been accepted into 18, and
recently won best documentary feature at the Landlocked Film Festival in Iowa City last
month. 

Next month it's up for best international documentary at the Rome International Film
Festival in Georgia. Janu says the final aspect of filming was the hardest: to create the
ending, or the film's lasting images. He tossed around the idea of including some animation
or recreating scenes with local actors but in the end he went with a montage of photos.

He gathered pictures, interviews and voice-overs of ordinary people and spliced them
together with footage from a giant rally to "Stop Genocide" held last year in Washington,
D.C.

Accompanying the visuals is an original song written by song writer Tom Flannery, which
in Janu's opinion just makes it. The song is called, "There Must Be Something I Can Do."

For more information about the documentary, visit facingsudan.com.
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From Reel Chicago:

History teacher’s doc “Facing Sudan” explores lives of
ordinary people who made a difference

It was a near-chance meeting with his school’s janitor that set Bruce David Janu on the
road to producing his first feature documentary, the 90-minute “Facing Sudan.”

Twenty-three year old janitor Brian Burns approached Janu after seeing flyers for the
Teens Against Genocide group that Janu sponsors at John Hersey High School in Arlington
Heights, where he teaches history.

Burns told Janu about the relief mission he’d volunteered for in Sudan. Janu interviewed
Burns on tape, forming the seed for what would become “Facing Sudan.”

Burns provided video footage of Sudan to Janu, who has never been to the country, and
introduced him to Sudanese and American interview subjects.

“I chose to present the film through the eyes of these people who have devoted their lives
to Sudan, because it shows that you can do something, that this feeling of helplessness is a
copout,” Janu said.

Janu interviewed Kenneth Elisapana, a Sudanese native and leader of South Sudan Voices
of Hope. It was a talk by Elisapana that first inspired Burns to make the journey to Sudan.

Along with local activists Jackie Kraus and Martha Cook, Janu also interviewed Salva Dut,
a Lost Boy of Sudan who lives in Rochester, NY and who runs the nonprofit Water For
Sudan, and New Jersey pediatrician Jerry Ehrlich, who has volunteered in Darfur and Sri
Lanka for Doctors Without Borders.

Janu took a “non-narrative, multi-media” approach to draw viewers into the complex and
disturbing tale of Sudan’s troubled post-colonial history. “Facing Sudan” combines
animation by E.J. Lucas, still photos by Ryan Spencer Reed, and extensive musical
montages featuring original songs by Tom Flannery and Lorne Clarke.

“Facing Sudan” premiered March 31 at the Longbaugh Film Festival in Portland, Oregon
and has been scheduled to screen at the Boston International, Staten Island, Flint,
Breckenridge, and South Side film festivals.

Janu produced through his company Bell, Book & Camera Productions, through which he
also produced the educational videos “The Adventures of History Guy: Gothic Cathedrals”
and “In Search of Goth(ic).”

Janu self-financed most of “Facing Sudan’s” $25,000 budget, raising some funds through
fiscal sponsor the National Documentary Association.
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He’s aiming for the educational market, with hopes of possible broadcast, and either a
third-party DVD release or a self-release.

“I want people to understand a little about what’s going on in Sudan, and in Africa,” Janu
said. “I want to let people know this genocide exists, because so much of our media doesn’t
pay attention to it.”

For his next project, Janu is exploring several possibilities, including a documentary
inspired by Flannery and Clarke’s song cycle about clergy sexual abuse.

See www.facingsudan.com/sudan.html. —Ed M. Koziarski

Teacher's Sudan film mixes despair, hope

Movie about genocide also points out
how individuals can help

By Mary Ann Fergus, Chicago Tribune
March 2, 2006

A suburban high school history teacher hopes
to build compassion for the atrocities suffered
in Sudan with photographs of dead children,
straw homes flattened by tanks and faces of
Chicago-area residents who have tried to help.

Bruce Janu of Hersey High School in Arlington
Heights knows images showing the ravages of genocide make a point, but he also wants to
leave his students with hope and a few opportunities to take action.

Janu is making a film called "Facing Sudan" that features four northwest suburban
residents trying to make a difference in Africa's largest country. They include a homemaker
from Barrington and a former janitor at Hersey.

"I've been amazed at what some of these people have done, and hopefully that may have
rubbed off on somebody," Janu said. "Just to give a sense that we're not all helpless, that
we can, if we want, make a change."

Elementary and high schools across the state are expanding their lessons on genocide as
part of a new Illinois law. The state is at the forefront of such requirements across the
country. In addition to covering the Holocaust, educators are required to teach an
additional unit on other acts of genocide, including those in Armenia and Ukraine and,
more recently, Cambodia, Bosnia, Rwanda and Sudan.
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Janu, 37, said the law hasn't changed his classes; he has always taught students about past
and present genocide. But the year spent with the people in his film has made him try to
teach in a way that evokes more empathy.

With 50 hours of video to finish editing, Janu hopes his 60- to 90-minute film will be
shown in classrooms and perhaps before larger audiences.
It opens with Brian Burns, 24, of Arlington Heights mopping a hallway at Hersey and
talking about his two visits to help the people of Sudan.

Burns' efforts began in 1999 when he heard Kenneth Elisapana, a southern Sudanese native
and fellow student at Taylor University in Upland, Ind., detail the ravages suffered during
the brutal civil war between the Islamic fundamentalists from northern Sudan and
Christians and animists in the south.

More than 2 million people were killed during the 22-year conflict, and millions more were
displaced, including Elisapana. A peace treaty was signed in January 2005.

The United States and several other nations have said that genocide is occurring in Darfur,
Sudan's western province, where tens of thousands have died of famine and violence
during the last three years. The Arab-dominated government in Khartoum has been accused
of backing the Janjaweed militia against ethnic tribe members.

Months after hearing Elisapana's story, Burns joined a two-week medical missionary trip to
Sudan as the conflict raged in summer 2000.

Burns fed sick and starving babies. He held a woman's hand and sang songs to her through
the night before she died of AIDS complications the next morning. He slept with a knife by
his pillow and ducked for cover from planes dropping bombs.

"And my life hasn't been the same since," Burns said.

Elisapana, now a medical caseworker for World Relief Aurora, formed a non-profit group
to help Sudan three years ago with Burns' support. The friends traveled to Sudan together
in 2004 to secure land for a medical clinic and arrange for its construction.

Elisapana, 38, plans to speak at churches and organizations in the Chicago area this month
about his group, South Sudan Voices of Hope. He hopes to raise at least $30,000 to open
the clinic and address the many cases of malaria, tuberculosis, typhoid and other conditions.

"Once they're healthy, they'll be able to work, think, they'll be able to sustain their
livelihood," Elisapana said. "For so long they've been denied that opportunity."
Also featured in Janu's film is Martha Cook, a textbook editor and mother of three who last
year came upon a newspaper story about Darfur and an accompanying photo of a dead
child that brought tears to her eyes. "It's hard to see, as a parent, a dead baby and think that
could be my child," Cook said.



Facing Sudan Press Kit, June 2009

Page 23

Cook, 42, formed the Chicago Alliance to End Genocide last spring and held her first
meeting in her Arlington Heights home with 25 people. She has collected hundreds of
letters and postcards that ask the U.S. government to support the African Union
peacekeeping force and sent them to the White House.

Nearly a decade ago, Jackie Kraus, a mother and grandmother, led an effort to forge a
partnership between her church, St. Michael's Episcopal in Barrington, with the Episcopal
diocese in southern Sudan. Kraus, also profiled in the film, is currently on her third trip to
Sudan to watch the blessing of a Bible college that her church helped rebuild.

Kraus has supported so many of the "Lost Boys of Sudan" since they arrived in Chicago in
2001 that they have come to call her "Mom."

"I don't remember my life before they came," Kraus said. "I dedicate my relationship with
them to their mothers. I think of their mothers all the time."

Janu capped a monthlong unit on genocide with a forum, repeated eight times earlier this
week before 700 students, with cuts from the film.

Many students filed out of the theater silently, while others talked about trying to help
Sudan. More than 200 students filled out postcards to the president calling for more action.

"We're so concerned with facts and dates. In the end that's not important," Janu said.
"Trying to create empathy and trying to understand the role of this country in the world are
more important than what happened on such and such a date."

From The Daily Herald:

Unlikely heroes the stars
Hersey teacher's film highlighting ordinary people who aid Sudan

By Erin Holmes

Daily Herald Staff Writer

Posted Friday, July 28, 2006

A grandmother in Barrington. A mom in Arlington Heights. A former custodian at John
Hersey High School.

They seem unlikely heroes.

And that's precisely why Bruce Janu, a teacher who moonlights as a filmmaker, is making
them movie stars.

The trio and others are being highlighted in Janu's latest and most intense project: a
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documentary about the crisis in Sudan and, as importantly, the people from your backyard
who are helping ease the pain.

The 90-minute film, titled "Facing Sudan," tells a story of suffering and genocide with help
from mom Martha Cook, grandma Jackie Kraus, janitor Brian Burns and others — people
so moved by that nation's problems that they went and did something about it.

"Unlike most people who think....'Well, others will do it,' they take it a step further," said
Janu, a social science teacher at John Hersey High School in Arlington Heights.

"I wanted to do it through the eyes of ordinary people — to demonstrate that ordinary
people really can do extraordinary things."

The film also will focus on three so-called Lost Boys: boys who ran, for miles and miles,
after their Sudanese schools and villages were attacked in a decades-long genocide that has
displaced and killed millions of people.

Janu, who's been working on the project for about a year, has about 100 hours of footage.
Included in it are images of one Lost Boy now living in Chicago who, with Kraus' help,
gets to see his son for the first time.

The Barrington woman went to Sudan and brought back photos of the boy and his mom,
who still live in a refugee camp.

The film also will include a bit of animation. For that part, he'll need some help; Janu put
out a casting call Thursday for people to help with some war scenes he'll need to recreate.

Those extras, of sorts, will be filmed using technology that allows them to be animated —
in the end, they?ll look almost like watercolor paintings — and set in action against an
animated background of Sudan.

The movie project is about two-thirds done, Janu said. He hopes to have it wrapped up by
the end of August, at which point he'll submit it to myriad film festivals, including
Sundance, and create some lesson plans to go along with the DVD for use in school.

"My goal is not to make money on this," Janu said, laughing. "I won't. It's to raise
awareness about this issue."

Janu hasn't been to Sudan but says he's always had a passion for human rights issues.

The northern African nation, which borders Ethiopia, Chad and Uganda and has been
embroiled in war for decades, captured Janu's attention and his heart after a chance meeting
one night with Burns.

Janu was working late at school one Friday when Burns, a janitor at the time, came into his
classroom. While in college, Burns had met a boy from Sudan and later visited the country
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with him, becoming so impassioned he's now raising cash to open a medical clinic for
people there.

Janu invited Burns to talk to his students; those stories, Janu says, made him think, "Wow."

Janu, a self-taught filmmaker who does the occasional wedding video and has other short
education films under his belt, originally was going to do a quick piece on Burns.

Then he started meeting others who'd helped in Sudan.

"I thought, 'This is a really interesting way to tell the story of Sudan,'" he says, "and to
demonstrate that ordinary people can do some amazing things if they really want to."

The film opens and closes with images of Burns, cleaning the halls of Hersey and talking
about his Sudan experiences.



Facing Sudan Press Kit, June 2009

Page 26

CONTACT

Bruce David Janu

Bell, Book & Camera Productions

PO Box 24

Cary, IL 60013

Tel/Fax: 847.462.5941

Mobile: 847.721.9222

bdjanu@bellbookcamera.com


